To whom it may concern, 

We are all local musicians, promoters, venue owners or work for a local music 
business. We are concerned about the impact of a downtown casino on our local 
music scene. At a recent public information session concerning the effect of a 
possible casino expansion into downtown Hamilton, city council was advised by Dr. 
Hannah Holmes, a professor of Economics at McMaster University that a casino 
would very likely hurt local, independent businesses. The current revival of our 
wonderful downtown is due in part to a growing number of small local businesses 
and a strong and vibrant arts community. 

The recent proposal by the Hard Rock Group and Carmens Group Inc. for a 
downtown casino suggests that a live music venue will be a large component of their 
facility. As musicians, promoters and music venue owners we have a very real 
concern that a large entertainment complex, run, in part, by a large American- 
owned corporation, could potentially harm local, independent music venues and 
promoters. As local independent businesses who do not have the advantage of an 
exclusive partnership with a gambling monopoly, we are concerned that this 
development will not compete on a level playing field and harm some of the many 
businesses who have already invested in the downtown core. 

Casinos in cities across North America have been built as self-sustaining 
developments that use music and other forms of entertainment to prevent people 
from leaving or utilizing other amenities within the surrounding area. 

To be clear, we do not take issue with anyone wanting to build more and larger 
music venues in Hamilton, however we believe that a large corporation may not be 
sensitive to our city's musical history, nor care about its impacts on local arts in 
general. As such, we are stating that should a downtown casino be pushed through 
at Council without a proper city-wide referendum we would choose to neither play 
at it nor promote for it. 

Collectively, 
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Chris Logan / Anxiety / Goodfellow Records 
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Spherical Productions 
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